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	 Once	again	this	year,	the	Senior	Prom	proved	to	be	a	memorable	and	fun-filled	evening	for	the	gradu-
ating class. The prom took place on June 21 at Leonard’s Palazzo in Great Neck, NY. This year’s theme was 
“Moonlight Melody,” which was voted on by the senior class over “Masquerade Ball” and The Great Gats-
by’s “Roaring Twenties.” The prom was organized by the Senior Council, under the guidance of Senior Ad-
visor Ms. Solis. There were extensive preparations for the event, such as securing the venue by making sure 
there were enough people attending, processing payments, sending the invitations, purchasing the crowns for 
the king & queen, and so forth. 
 Preceding the event, many seniors stopped by Gantry State Park in Long Island City to take stunning 
photos against a Manhattan skyline backdrop and by the East River waves. Making a pit stop at Gantry is a 
typical high school prom tradition, evidently shown by the presence of many seniors from other high schools 
taking pictures alongside QHSS seniors.
 Arriving at Leonard’s, the senior class was treated to an elegant venue, with dazzling chandeliers, 
extravagant fountains, and complete with a private outdoor photo area. Most of the seniors took advantage of 
the scenic and picturesque background to take photos with friends, faculty, and their dates.
 In terms of food, the prom sported salads, pasta, seafood, and meats. While there was a decent selec-
tion	of	different	types	of	dishes,	there	was	a	general	consensus	that	there	was	too	much	of	an	emphasis	on	
fried foods. On beverages, the attendees enjoyed choices such as pina coladas and Shirley Temples at the bar. 
Desserts	included	a	chocolate	fountain	and	an	ice	cream	bar	that	was	decked	with	different	topping	types.
 Of particular interest was the photo booth set up at the prom, which had accompanying props consist-
ing of signs, masks, hats, and even a viking helmet. Both students and faculty enjoyed and took advantage of 
this service provided by Leonard’s - with many attendees leaving with photo strips in their hands. 
 As always, a Prom King and Queen was selected. This year saw Nicole Su ‘18, the Senior Class Pres-
ident, crowned Prom Queen and Justin Choi ‘18 crowned Prom King. 
 A plus for many of the seniors was the dancing and the music. The music brought together friends in 
an expressive celebration of 4 completed years of high school. For many, it was refreshing to witness some of 
the	seniors	come	out	of	their	comfort	zone	and	break	out	moves	on	the	dance	floor.		
 The 2018 Prom was a night in which the Class of 2018 celebrated with friends and faculty for one of 
their	last	times	together	as	a	group.	For	most,	it	was	a	special	night	filled	with	intense	energy,	fun,	and	great	
moments - truly the night of all nights. 

By: JONATHAN ZHENG ‘18
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 Every two years, students in QHSS look forward to the mother of all trips in high school: the international trip. This year, QHSS students 
embarked on a journey to the Iberian Peninsula, visiting the countries of Spain and Portugal. The trip was organized by Spanish teacher Ms. Solis, 
one of the few faculty members who collaborates with traveling agencies to take QHSS students to amazing places. During these trips, students 
are taken around with a tour guide to learn about the diverse cultures of the world. In the past, students have been to China, and students next year 
can look forward to going to Japan. 
 The highly anticipated trip began on March 29, 2018 and ended about a week later. During the trip, the students took a plane to Spain. 
Many	of	the	students	spoke	of	the	incredible	knowledge	they	gained	about	the	different	cultures	present.	The	history	was	so	intertwined	with	dif-
ferent cultures and religions that the students never expected to witness. The travelling students had come to the realization that they were full of 
prejudices not just against Spain and Portugal, but other countries and cultures that had been there before. Many of the assumptions included what 
they initially thought was “common knowledge,” such as Muslims, Christians, and Jews hating each other so much that they could never live in 
the same country, let alone the same neighborhood.
  Joshua Alvarez ‘19 pointed out that “Jewish, Muslim, and Christian people could get along in a country and develop wonderful things side 
by side.” He went on to describe a cathedral that the group had seen in Spain. “It had both Catholic and Muslim architecture while being located 
near a Jewish neighborhood, which is very ironic if you compare things to [how it is] now,” Joshua explained. In fact, students had admitted that 
they were surprised to see the contrast between what they were learning about each country in their history classes and how they were actually 
treated in that country. It amazed them that the history seemed so diverse and tolerant of everyone, showcasing a generally inclusive country. 
 There were some less-than-positive encounters on the trip, though. One student was yelled at by a stranger at the bank. The man was very 
upset	that	the	student	could	not	understand	or	speak	Spanish	and	became	frustrated	with	him,	screaming	racist	and	offensive	remarks.	Some	stu-
dents	felt	that	the	language	barrier	was	really	what	made	most	of	the	trip	difficult.	
 However, they also explained that, in a way, the language barrier was both a curse and a gift. Joshua reminisced that “not understanding 
the language made it easier to ignore the snide remarks,” and instead allowed us to focus on the beautiful scenery surrounding them.
	 For	Mirian	Loja	‘20,	the	trip	was	an	experience	that	allowed	her	connection	to	her	own	culture	and	family	to	flourish	further.	She	reflected,	
“Before	going,	I	had	an	idea	in	my	head	that	[the	experience]	would	be	so	different	from	what	I’m	used	to.	As	I	walked	in	those	same	streets	and	
got	to	experience	it	for	myself,	the	differences	I	saw	seemed	less	important…	A	lot	of	my	ideas	[about	Spain]	from	before	I	went	were	built	up	
by prejudice.” Mirian admitted that she came to realize that her roots were connected to Spain much more than she thought, and instead of being 
ashamed of it, she learned to embrace it.
 Despite having to face some negative encounters, the students believe that the international trip was a very eye-opening experience. It 
taught them things about Spain and Portugal that they never would have understood had they never went. And not surprisingly, learning about the 
history of the two countries allowed them to draw connections and understand other countries that had gone through similar events.

The Spain & Portugal Experience
By: TAIEBA KHAN ‘19

 

 In a patriarchal society and world, people of all races, religions, genders, and sexes, have, in one way or another, felt a sense of inequality. 
Socially speaking, a patriarchy is a social system in which males hold primary power and predominate roles in political leadership, moral author-
ity, and socioeconomic privilege. A recurring question that arises in societies around the globe is why no one has been able to limit the exertion of 
control that males possess. Our world has progressed so far into instituting better rights for all people, to establish some sense of equality that still 
has	not	been	reached.	Now,	in	2018,	young	adults	represent	a	growing	amount	of	people	who	are	aware	of	socioeconomic	standings,	specifically	
being able to recognize consent, understanding one’s sexual orientation, as well as respecting the political beliefs of others. Among these standings, 
assault is still systemically being perpetuated. 
	 Assault	can	be	defined	sexually,	emotionally,	or	physically;	in	most	cases,	assault	is	a	crime	that	has	different	degrees	of	punishment,	
depending on which state the crime was committed in. The University of Michigan found that “men are more likely to commit sexual violence in 
communities where sexual violence goes unpunished, or with a lessened sentence.” Alaska has been reported to have the highest number of cases 
of sexual assault than any other state in the United States. A major cause of this is that sexual assault is regarded as a misdemeanor, which punish-
es	the	offender	with	3	to	12	months	in	jail.	These	short	sentencings	often	allow	privileged	males	to	leave	with	an	unscathed	record.	In	addition	to	
loose	laws	that	let	sexual	offenders	walk	on	the	streets,	the	law	does	not	protect	victims	of	spontaneous	acts	of	sexual	assault	and	blackmail.	
 Hollywood is a prominent example of where blackmail runs rampant in today’s society. Dedication to one’s career is essential in order to 
establish a place in Hollywood. However, pursuing one’s career and maintaining a sense of dignity shouldn’t be mutually exclusive. One way to 
blackmail a victim is through connections of powerful people. Hollywood is run by powerful people. A major corporation that produced many of 
Hollywood’s award-winning movies was The Weinstein Company, founded by brothers Harvey and Bob Weinstein. Recently, it was revealed to 
the public that Harvey Weinstein had been sexually assaulting women for more than 20 years. Starting in 2017, actresses and those who worked 
with Weinstein have been accusing him of inappropriate sexual misconduct. Actresses such as Kate Beckinsale, Angelina Jolie, and Cara Delev-
ingne	spoke	out	against	Weinstein,	setting	off	a	chain	reaction	of	allegations.	The	list	of	those	who	claim	to	have	been	assaulted	and	blackmailed	
by Weinstein is said to have reached more than 110 people, with more victims coming out to talk about Weinstein’s sexual interactions with them. 
Many women rejected his sexual advances. In doing so, a myriad of actors such as Ashley Judd and Mira Sorvino were “blacklisted” - in other 
words, they were prevented from landing roles in movies. This subsequently ended their careers as actresses.
 

What Can We Do?
By: LUTFON HASAN  ‘20

continued on page 4
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De Blasio Announces Plans to Reform the Specialized High School Test
By: CATHERINE CHING-YUAN WANG ‘19

 

 

 On Sunday, June 3, 2018, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced plans to change the admission policies for New York City’s eight special-
ized high schools with the goal of increasing the diversity of admitted students.
  De Blasio’s reasons for the reforms were that specialized high school tests do not accurately represent the qualities of a student and 
that	they	put	students	who	cannot	afford	tutors	and	test	preparation	at	a	disadvantage.	He	also	pointed	out	the	unbalanced	racial	demograph-
ics in specialized high schools is a result of an unfair admissions process. In an op-ed on Chalkboard, he writes, “The Specialized High 
School	Admissions	Test	isn’t	just	flawed	–	it’s	a	roadblock	to	justice,	progress	and	academic	excellence.”
		 The	first	of	the	proposed	two-part	plan	includes	eliminating	the	Specialized	High	School	Admissions	Test	and	admitting	students	
based on middle school grades and their statewide standardized tests. The change would have to be approved by the state legislature and 
take over the course of three years. The second, more immediate part of the plan is the expansion of the Discovery Program, which would 
save	20%	of	specialized	high	school	seats	for	students	from	economically	disadvantaged	backgrounds	whose	scores	fall	just	below	the	cutoff	
score.
		 This	isn’t	the	first	time	Mayor	de	Blasio	spoken	out	against	the	admission	process	for	specialized	high	schools.	As	a	mayoral	candi-
date in 2013, de Blasio said the Specialized High School Admissions Test created a “rich-get-richer phenomenon” where students who could 
afford	test	preparation	could	get	into	the	schools	more	readily.	His	proposal	on	Sunday	is	the	first	plan	that	could	be	put	into	action	towards	
changing the Specialized High School admission system.
		 De	Blasio’s	plans	were	met	with	strong	opposition	from	a	significant	number	of	students	and	adults	alike,	with	a	major	concern	being	
that the new admission process would lower the academic rigor and quality in Specialized High Schools. To this, De Blasio responded that 
with the reforms, “The pool of talent is going to expand widely and rapidly. That’s going to up the level of competition. The students who 
emerge from the new process will make these schools even stronger.”
	 If	put	into	action,	these	reforms	would	undoubtedly	affect	the	admission	process	for	QHSS.	We	asked	students	of	QHSS	for	their	
opinions on the proposed reforms.
	 “The	SHSAT	shouldn’t	be	removed.	The	test	is	objective	while	school	grades	are	subjective.	School	grades	also	do	not	reflect	a	stu-
dent’s intelligence because one could just copy or cheat on homework and tests. The SHSAT can tell us who is actually doing the work and 
putting	in	effort	to	do	well.	It	is	unfair	for	students	who	work	hard	to	lose	to	students	who	might	not	even	care	about	getting	in	a	specialized	
high school.” - Jessie Gong ‘21
 “I think specialized high schools should expand their search and consider more aspects than just one test, but I still think the test 
should	be	a	factor	to	root	out	students	with	inflated	grades	who	don’t	actually	deserve	the	position.”	-	Christopher	Ambrus	‘19
 “De Blasio’s plan to scrap the SHSAT is simply a cheap and lazy response to address the lack of diversity in specialized high schools. 
This response will not only degrade the academic reputation of NYC’s elite high schools, but it is also an insult to the Asian-American stu-
dent	population	of	these	schools	who	have	devoted	time	and	effort	preparing	themselves	for	the	SHSAT.	Instead	of	doing	this,	more	funding	
should be directed towards SHSAT prep programs for low-income students to solve the lack of diversity. This academic initiative will not 
only prepare students for the SHSAT, but it will also prepare them for the challenging academic lifestyle that these schools demand.” - James 
Sinchi ‘19
	 “I	can	see	where	this	idea	is	heading	and	yes,	it	is	probably	one	of	the	first	steps	taken	to	further	provide	equal	opportunities	to	peo-
ple regardless of their identity. However, rather than cutting back the SHSAT, the goal should be to provide equal resources and information 
across all schools within the 5 boroughs.” - Tina Fong ‘18

Bitcoin:The World’s Largest Cryptocurrency
By: JASLEEN KAUR ‘20

 DogeCoin, TrumpCoin, and PutinCoin - name any viral meme 
and there is probably a cryptocurrency dedicated to it. One popular one 
to add to this list is Bitcoin. Introduced in 2008 by an individual under 
the pseudonym Satoshi Nakamoto, Bitcoin was designed to act as a 
peer-to-peer electronic cash system. Nakamoto developed this currency 
to allow direct online payments from the sender to the receiver without 
interference	from	a	financial	institution	or	the	government.	Perfect	for	
illegal purchases and hacking, bad for ordinary investors. 

Should You Invest in Bitcoin?
 If you are wondering whether it is too late to hop aboard on the 
Bitcoin trend, it is. As of now, investors are not advised to buy a share 
of	this	currency.	The	value	of	bitcoin	fluctuates	20-30%	daily,	which	
is not a stable investment. However, bitcoin has been on a downward 
spiral since this past December. Like gold, the rate of this currency is 
set by supply and demand. As more gold is mined, it becomes harder 
to	find	and	more	expensive.	
	 In	addition	to	the	fluctuating	prices,	Bitcoin	has	lost	its	original	
value and no longer serves its intended purpose successfully. Crypto-
currency	is	developed	to	increase	efficiency	and	security	of	online	buy-
ing and selling. Due to its high demand, transaction costs are ridicu-
lously	high	and	there	are	reports	of	significant	transfer	delays.	

 Mr. Flaherty, QHSS’ very own AP Macroeconomics teacher and 
a longtime skeptic of Bitcoin, expressed his doubt in Bitcoin due to the 
cryptocurrency not being backed up by anything. Mr. Flaherty says that: 
“official	currencies,	such	as	the	dollar	and	the	euro,	are	backed	up	so	
when you deposit $50 dollars in the bank, you are assured there will al-
ways be $50.” Bitcoin does not share this concept. The amount in bitcoins 
you	send	to	another	individual	will	often	be	different	than	the	amount	they	
receive because of delays and unstable values. Mr. Flaherty also advises 
to think of long-term outcomes when investing. Cryptocurrency was once 
thought to be secure. However, it is vulnerable to hacking and the money 
lost is hard to recover due to the lack of a central governing body.
 While this investment would have been worth your while a few 
months back, Bitcoin is a gamble in which the outcome does not seem as 
bright anymore. Be prepared for the worst if you do plan on purchasing 
this cryptocurrency.
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Bowling Team: Season Review
 The QHSS boys and girls bowling teams have recently com-
pleted very exciting seasons.
	 The	boys	team,	coached	by	math	teacher	Mr.	Lopez,	finished	
the	season	with	a	3-9	record,	finishing	in	6th	place	in	the	Queens	II	
League for the 2nd year in a row.  The roster was comprised mainly 
of juniors, under the leadership of Captain Geneway Tang ‘19.  The 
team	finished	36th	in	the	city	in	terms	of	pinfall	average.	The	top	40	
terms	qualify	for	playoffs,	but	the	boys	had	to	forfeit	their	playoff	
entry due to being in bottom two of their league standings.  
 The girls team, coached by Assistant Principal Mr. Reo, found 
much	more	success.	They	finished	at	the	top	of	their	league	with	a	
9-1	record.	They	ranked	21st	in	the	city	and	qualified	for	the	playoffs.	
However,	the	team	was	eliminated	in	the	1st	round	of	the	playoffs,	
losing to Francis Lewis High School. Despite the abrupt end to a 
magnificent	season,	Captain	Valerie	Fong	‘18	remained	optimistic	for	
the team’s future. She commented, “It was a true pleasure leading the 
girls this season. I loved seeing shy individuals blossom into pro-
foundly	confident	bowlers.	Our	lone	playoff	game	was	a	very	close	
one, but despite our ultimate loss, it was, without a doubt, a season 
well bowled.”
 Geneway, Valerie, and Margaret Wong ‘19 were selected by 
their respective coaches for the PSAL Individual Players City Finals. 
Valerie placed 8th in the borough and Margaret placed 1st.  
	 Both	teams	hope	to	find	greater	success	next	season.		Current	
juniors on the boys team hope to improve and become stronger for 
their senior season. The girls team was comprised mainly of seniors 
this year, so there is a lot of room for newcomers next season. Valerie 
had a few motivational words for next year’s bowlers: “The game and 
the competition will give you much excitement, but more importantly 
you	will	form	strong	bonds	with	your	teammates;	there	was	an	ev-
er-present air of support, strength, and unity. Form is key in bowling - 
know where you’re aiming.  Don’t be too intimidated by Mr. Reo - he 
is always really supportive.  But at the end of the day [...], remember 
the wise words of Mr. Lopez: ‘If you had fun, you won!’”

Tennis Team: Back to Playoffs
 The QHSS varsity tennis team concluded an exciting 2018 
campaign	as	highlighted	by	a	playoff	appearance,	the	first	since	
2016.  This year marked the second consecutive season the tennis 
team competed under the guidance of health and phys-ed teacher 
Mr.	Rivilli.	The	last	time	the	team	made	the	playoffs	under	Coach	
Rivilli goes all the way back to 2008.
 This year, the Public School Athletic League (PSAL) re-
aligned the tennis divisions, with QHSS remaining in the Queens 
B2 division but now having new opponents: Hillcrest, Richmond 
Hill, Beach Channel, and John Adams.  Playing each of these teams 
3	times,	QHSS	finished	the	season	with	an	overall	6-6	record,	going	
3-3 both at home and on the road.  Captain Tomisin Alalade ‘18, in 
her	final	season,	led	the	team	with	an	individual	6-1	record	in	Sin-
gles	1	matchups.		Although	Singles	2-3	and	Doubles	1-2	did	not	find	
the same degree of success, they were nonetheless able to notch the 
necessary victories that allowed the team to attain wins.
 Half of the season’s losses came from matches against 
Hillcrest,	which	finished	the	regular	season	on	the	top	of	the	di-
vision with a perfect 12-0 record. With Beach Channel and John 
Adams	having	losing	records,	QHSS	finished	in	the	division	with	
a second-place tie with Richmond Hill.  However, QHSS won the 
tiebreaker, for the team had gone 2-1 against Richmond Hill.  This 
tiebreaker	proved	to	be	vital,	for	it	determined	playoff	qualification.
	 Unfortunately,	QHSS	lost	in	the	first	round	of	the	playoffs.	It	
was a home game contested against Brooklyn’s Wingate Educational 
Campus.  In the matchup, Jason Lin ‘19 took the helm in Singles 1 
and	was	able	to	pull	off	an	amazing	comeback:	down	9-4	and	only	
1 point away from losing, he did the near-impossible by winning 7 
straight games in an exhilarating fashion and notching a 11-9 victo-
ry. QHSS also achieved a victory in Doubles 1.  However, the team 
fell	to	Wingate	in	Singles	2-3	and	Doubles	2,	effectively	ending	the	
season. After the game, however, Coach Rivilli congratulated the 
team	for	making	it	to	the	playoffs	and	expressed	how	he	remains	
optimistic	for	a	deeper	playoff	run	next	year.
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Sports Section
By: DHARAM MATHUR ‘19

 In order to prevent sexual harassment, the problem must be addressed at the root cause. Even though Harvey Weinstein is only a single 
person, he represents an immeasurable amount of men and women who sexually abuse and assault people. In the bigger picture he also represents 
privileged males in power, as even with the outstanding number of allegations levied against him in October 2017, it took until May 2018 for 
him to be charged. To bring an end to sexual misconduct, it is of utmost importance to educate and inform people of consent. In recent events, 
women all around the world have spoken out about their own experiences of sexual harassment by means of social media. In 2006, activist Tarana 
Burke created the Me Too movement, encouraging women to bring attention to the high frequencies of sexual harassment. In 2017, actress Alyssa 
Milano used the hashtag #MeToo, to support her past co-star Rose McGowan. In using the hashtag, the movement gained global recognition and 
began	a	domino	effect	consisting	of	more	than	one	million	men	and	women	posting	the	hashtag	on	Instagram	and	Twitter.
 Consent and boundaries are important to understand to prevent a growth in sexual harassment. 89% of the people who have spoken for the 
#MeToo movement consisted of women. It is necessary to recognize that anyone can be assaulted, regardless of race, sex, or gender. To grow and 
prosper as a society, a person’s choice and body must be respected, no matter what is desired of someone. 
	 We	live	in	a	digital	society	where	news	is	constantly	at	our	fingertips.	Everyday,	more	cases	of	sexual	assault	are	unveiled.	Through	com-
munication, we can better inform our citizens of the harms of sexual assault. What we can do is prevent the spread of assaulters by better educating 
and enforcing the laws that are neglected. 

continued from page 2



What Mean Girls Has Taught Me About Life
By: VALERIE FONG ‘18

  

 Two weeks ago, I had the opportunity to attend Mean Girls on 
Broadway through The Open Doors Program at QHSS. With its glow-
ing cast, clever script, and relatable storyline, the show was brilliantly 
executed. Although it did possess the crude, snarky, and angsty sa-
tirical humor that popularized the now iconic movie, Mean Girls on 
Broadway did a far better job at presenting a morally inclined front 
than	its	parent	film.	With	my	four	years	of	high	school	coming	to	a	
close,	I	found	myself	reflecting	on	some	of	the	most	significant	lessons	
that I’ve taken away from Cady Heron’s story, as well as from my own 
experience at QHSS. 

 
 First, I’ve learned that female empowerment begins within the 
community of women. Mean Girls does an excellent job of demonstrat-
ing why women should refrain from tearing each other down. Stemmed 
from their own insecurities and jealousy, the girls in Mean Girls are 
often portrayed degrading each other, gossiping wildly, and stabbing 
each other’s backs. It isn’t until Ms. Norbury forces the girls to face the 
brutal way they treat each other, confess their transgressions, and

apologize to each other, that friendships are rekindled and peace is rees-
tablished amongst the female population at North Shore High. As cheesy 
as it may sound, it is profoundly important that girls support one another 
and build each other up. Each and every one deserves the opportunity to 
interact with one another without feeling unwanted, intimidated, or ostra-
cized. 
	 Second,	I’ve	come	to	understand	the	significance	of	the	type	of	
people you surround yourself with. Friends and peers have an enormous 
impact on our lives. In Mean Girls, Cady began her mission not expect-
ing to fall victim to avarice and malice. However, the more time Cady 
spent with the plastics, the more she began assuming their rude, greedy, 
and	selfish	behavior.	In	order	to	avoid	a	similar	situation,	it	is	of	utmost	
importance	to	surround	ourselves	with	good	people	—	positive	influences	
who enrich our lives, inspire us to be better people, provide us with the 
motivation to achieve our goals, and empower us to make the changes we 
need to succeed. Both high school and life can be made all the easier with 
a solid group of caring and supportive individuals backing us.

 

 Lastly, I’ve learned that we need to stay true to ourselves no mat-
ter what others might say, or in the words of Kevin Gnapoor: “don’t let 
the	haters	stop	you	from	doing	your	thang.”	Whether	pressure	be	inflicted	
by	our	friend	groups,	family,	or	by	society	itself,	we	often	find	ourselves	
being pressed into doing things we are not comfortable doing. Cady, for 
example, is coerced into joining the plastics in order to execute a revenge 
plot	masterminded	by	Janis	and	Damien.	In	the	process,	she	sacrifices	her	
morals and integrity — losses much greater than any gain she might have 
acquired from her newfound popularity. At the end of the day, we need to 
let go of all the stories, labels, and judgements that both we and society 
have subjected ourselves to and learn simply to love and accept ourselves 
for who and where we are at any given moment. Whether it be to please 
others	or	to	fit	in	with	the	crowd,	no	reason	is	good	enough	to	justify	los-
ing our true selves. 
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 2018 Honor Roll Ceremony
By: CATHERINE CHING-YUAN WANG ‘19

 
	 On	Tuesday,	February	13,	2018,	this	year’s	first	honor	roll	ceremony	was	
held	in	York	College’s	Faculty	Dining	room.	At	6:00	PM,	QHSS	faculty,	staff,	
students, and student’s relatives arrived at York College to celebrate the academic 
achievements	of	students	during	the	first	semester	of	the	school	year.	Established	
in 2017 by Principal De Jesús, the honor roll awards are given out twice a year, 
once after each semester.
	 The	ceremony	started	off	with	an	opening	remark	from	Ms.	De	Jesús,	who	
introduced the ceremony and updated students and parents on recent events hap-
pening within the school. This included the successful Quality Review that ended 
on February 2, the upcoming AP tests, and future trips. Most notably, Ms. De Jesús 
announced that QHSS was one of the Reward Schools recognized by the State 
Education Department, out of 155 high schools in New York State.
 After commendations and announcements from the principal, the award 
ceremony began. Mrs. Wittstruck, the Pupil Accounting and Purchasing Secretary, 
called out the names of the recipients, who claimed their awards and shook hands 
with	the	principal.	The	Principal	Honor	Roll	recipients	were	awarded	first	and	the	
Honor Roll recipients followed them. As each name was called, claps and cheers 
from	the	audience	filled	the	room.	After	receiving	their	award,	the	students	lined	
up and posed for a group picture.
 Students with the average grade of 97% to 105% are awarded a spot on the 
Principal’s Honor Roll, while students with the average grade of 93% to 96.9% 
are awarded on the Honor Roll. Out of 426 students enrolled in QHSS, around 
250 students received the awards this year, a marked increase from last year’s 200. 
Congratulations to the award recipients!
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 It’s no secret that New York City is a melting pot of inspiration, action, romance, and fascinating human beings. Nevertheless, the pro-
found enchantment and adventure of this breathtaking city often conceals its countless number of lesser-known, cool, and unusual sights and 
experiences. With summer just around the corner, perhaps you’d consider stopping by one of these places to experience something new. Here 
are a few of New York City’s coolest hidden gems to visit!

1. The Mmuseumm

Located down the secluded Cortlandt Alley in Lower Manhattan, Mmuseumm (pronounced “museum”) is a curated display of strange and 
intriguing artifacts. Housed in a freight elevator, the tiny museum’s collections feature “overlooked, dismissed, or ignored” articles. Past exhi-
bitions	have	presented	eccentric	themes	such	as	Personal	The	Cornflake	Taxonomy,	2015:	A	Year	In	Cookies,	and	The	Last	Text	Message.	Grab	
your	friends	and	pay	New	York’s	quirkiest	museum	a	visit,	but	remember	that	it	only	fits	three	people	at	a	time!

2. Pickle Soft Serve

Customers	of	the	Upper	West	Side	eatery	Lucky	Pickle	Dumpling	Co.	are	always	surprised	when	they	find	out	that	the	restaurant	offers	a	
peculiar	dessert	treat	—	pickle-flavored	soft	serve.	Compared	to	NYC’s	many	other	ice	cream	sweet	spots	such	as	Taiyaki	NYC,	10	Below	Ice	
Cream, and Momofuku Milk Bar, pickle soft serve is far less mainstream but equally as delicious! Made with fresh-pressed cucumber juice, 
the odd but delectable treat is a refreshing, light, and creamy way to cool down this summer. 

3. The Dream House

Next	time	you	find	yourself	strolling	down	Church	Street	in	TriBeCa,	remember	to	keep	an	eye	out	for	a	black	door	with	a	mysterious	white	
sign that reads THE DREAM HOUSE. With a $10 donation, step into one of New York’s most unique and absorbing experiences of sound and 
light.	Visitors	of	this	eccentric	art	exhibit	are	invited	to	spend	as	much	time	as	they	want	in	a	series	of	purple-lit,	incensed-filled	rooms,	listen-
ing	to	constant	fluctuating	sound	waves	and	marvelling	at	neon	pink	reflections	of	light.	Dream	the	day	away	at	the	immersive	art	installation	
that is The Dream House!

4.The Ruins of Roosevelt Island’s Smallpox Hospital 

If	you	and	your	friends	are	in	for	a	real	adventure	this	summer,	grab	your	flashlights	and	pay	a	visit	to	New	York’s	creepiest	abandoned	hos-
pital —— The Roosevelt Island Smallpox Hospital. From 1856 to 1875, the hospital treated about 7,000 patients a year, with 450 of those 
patients dying annually. In 1875, the building was converted into a nurse dormitory and the smallpox hospital was moved to North Brothers 
Island. However, by the 1950s, the building fell into complete disrepair. Today, the eerie location has the distinct honor of being considered 
one of the most haunted places in the entire United States. Whether or not you’re fazed by its unsettling history, the Roosevelt Island Smallpox 
Hospital will be sure to treat you - hopefully to just a good time! 
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Catching Up with Ms. Kwon
By: SOORYA ANILKUMAR ‘18 & SHARON JO ‘18

For underclassmen who may have not had a class with you, who are 
you and what classes have you taught? 
I am Ms. Kwon, AKA Kwonalicious to students prior to 2012, Kwanza to 
students prior to 2014, and HIT THE QUAN to students prior to my leave 
at the end of school year 2016-2017. I have taught Algebra 1, Algebra 
2, Geometry, Math Team, Math Research, Mathematics of Entrepreneur-
ship, and Advanced Placement Statistics.
 
When did you come to QHSS, and what was your first impression?
I	started	working	at	QHSS	in	2006	as	a	first	year	teacher	who	knew	noth-
ing. Veteran teachers in the Mathematics Department shaped me to be 
who	I	am	today.	My	first	impression?	Students	ROCK!	They	surprised	me	
because they were so academically motivated and socially responsible.
 
When was the most memorable experience in QHSS?
The most memorable experience was when I was chosen as the Teacher 
of the Year by the ARISTA students in 2012. Students complained to me 
ALL	the	time	about	my	harsh	grading	system,	super-difficult	exams,	and	
lateness/absence policy. Yet they chose me! I was touched to know that 
they knew I care. I miss my babies!
 
Did you have a favorite class to teach? Why?
My	favorite	class…hm….	I	can’t	choose	one.	I	had	two:	Math	Research	
and AP Statistics. I loved MR because I got to really work after school/
weekends with the students on their project. I loved the personal relation-
ships that were established during class because we spent so much time 
together. I loved teaching AP Statistics because of the video projects and 
the	final	 paper	 the	 students	wrote	where	 they	REALLY	got	 to	 explore	
their interest and relate it to what they learned during class.
 
Where do you teach now? 
I am currently at Queens Metropolitan High School as an Assistant Prin-
cipal of Math and Sciences.
 
How is your current school different from QHSS?
QHSS is a testing school, but QMHS is a zoned-school. Hence, the pop-
ulation	of	students	is	very	different.	However,	social	and	emotional	con-
cerns are the same.
 
If there are 3 aspects you miss from QHSS, what are they and why?
I miss the WHOLE QHSS a lot. However, if I HAVE to pick 3 aspects, 
(1) I miss the small-school family environment: I loved that I was able 
to connect with ALL students, not just the ones I taught. (2) I miss the 
staff	members	who	are	not	visible	but	help	run	the	school:	they	were	not	
teaching but they connected to the students and teachers and assisted in 
EVERY way academically, socially, and emotionally. (3) I miss my stu-
dents [...] and the trust we had for each other regardless of what happened 
during class or what grade I gave them (that they earned).
 
Do you have a certain philosophy you lived by as a teacher?
Yes. Teaching is caring. You can be a GREAT teacher and if you do not 
care, you are not the “great” teacher you claim to be. You can be the 
WORST teacher and if you care, you will become the great teacher you 
want to be. By care, I am implying caring about the students. I believe that 
is the number one responsibility of a teacher.
 

 
 
 We all remember when the FCC (Federal Communications 
Commission), led by the notorious Ajit Pai, voted to repeal net neu-
trality. To those who are in the unknown: net neutrality is the principle 
that Internet service providers (ISPs) should enable access to all con-
tent and applications regardless of the source and without favoring or 
blocking particular products or websites. In other words, your service 
provider cannot stop you from accessing any sort of application or 
content and cannot charge you for the speed regardless of which sites 
you visit. Originally coined in 2003, net neutrality was enforced by 
laws and regulations in 2015 during the Obama administration.
 For as long as we have used the internet, we have found that it 
is free and open for all. It did not discriminate and it provided a medi-
um to express feelings, to connect with other people, and to raise your 
voice for something that you believe in. Currently, we can access as 
many websites as we please without even thinking about it because of 
the fact that there are no restrictions on using them.
 This might change after the repeal went into action on April 
23, 2018. All of the social media sites that we use - Facebook, Insta-
gram, Snapchat, and more - can be potentially blocked by an ISP until 
a person purchases a certain bundle that lets them have access to that 
certain website. Not only will the ISPs, such as AT&T, Verizon, and 
Spectrum, be able to control the speed of your internet connection, but 
also they can manipulate the quality and content that you see every-
day. People who are unable to pay money for the websites will not be 
able access them anymore. The worst case scenario for some would 
be no internet at all. However, not everyone is against the repeal of net 
neutrality and it is argued that paid prioritization might be good for 
companies	such	as	Netflix	or	Youtube.	Paid	prioritization	might	allow	
companies to get better quality content to consumers. 
 Shortly after the repeal took place, 22 states, led by New York, 
filed	 a	 joint	 lawsuit	 against	 the	FCC	 to	 nullify	 the	 new	 rules,	 even	
though	much	of	 the	case	 itself	 is	being	processed.	The	nullification	
of these laws remain extremely important as individual states cannot 
have their own laws that uphold net neutrality according to the FCC 
repeal. There are many protests being organized in protest of the re-
peal. An active and easy way to protest is to call members of Congress 
and let your voice be heard. For more information check out www.
battleforthenet.com 
 As the generation that has had the most access to information 
than ever before, it seems as though that right is being taken away 
with the repeal of a free internet. Generally, our generation has been 
opposed to the repeal of net neutrality. So, if you want to speak up, 
now is the time. 
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Why We Should Still Talk About Net Neutrality
By: FAIZAH RABBYE ‘19

What was your process or thoughts leaving QHSS?
I needed to grow. I needed the challenge. I didn’t want to be stagnant. It 
was	the	most	difficult	decision	of	my	life.	I	loved	teaching,	but	I	wanted	
to make changes to the “system.” I would have NEVER left QHSS as a 
teacher.
 
And most importantly, the question everyone is asking, which school 
do you like better?
No comment. All I can say is that I used to be responsible for the 
well-being of 100 students and now I am responsible for the well-being 
of 1000+ students. I care about ALL students no matter who they are or 
where they are from.
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A Look at the New Teachers of QHSS
By: BRANDON LEW ‘18 & SHANIA SUKHU ‘21

What classes do you teach and which extracurriculars are you involved 
with?
I teach 9th grade World History and 12th grade U.S. Government & Eco-
nomics. The club I lead is Modern Ink, a creative writing club.

Why did you choose to come to QHSS?
I was desperately looking for an job because the school year had begun, 
when my friend who works at Townsend Harris recommended me to email 
Principal Ana De Jesús, who gave me a quick response. After an interview 
and the hiring process, I was teaching classes here.

What seems most interesting to you about QHSS so far?
How small the school is overall, as I came from schools with big student 
populations - both as a student and a teacher. To be honest, I had no idea 
this school existed and only learned about QHSS through a recommenda-
tion.

Where are you from?
My native origin is from Greece, Istanbul, and Turkey. My roots kind of 
affected	the	subject	area	I	got	into.

What field of study did you go into and how did it bring you to teaching?
Originally, I majored in graphic design, but I changed my mind as I real-
ly didn’t like the idea of others managing my commissions and works. I 
wanted a major that had an variety of job opportunities, which led me to 
majoring in history & secondary education, bringing me to teaching today.

How do you feel about the students so far? And the staff and teachers?
All great, students remind me of those at Townsend Harris actually. The 
students are engraved with high academic standards, which really makes 
the job easier. It gives me more opportunities for interactive lessons and 
not necessarily having to worry about the kids going buckwild. In terms 
of	faculty,	all	the	staff	and	teachers	are	accommodating,	nice,	and	friendly.	
The	office	with	the	new	teachers	is	nice	to	be	in,	because	we	all	can	relate	
to each other there.

Any favorite plays, music, or art?
Oh, there’s a lot here, but to start: for plays, Hamilton is a recent fad. I am 
also obsessed with the Phantom of the Opera. I love all Broadway mu-
sicals;	I	mean,	who	doesn’t	love	people	randomly	bursting	into	song?	In	
music, genres include Rock (‘60s & ‘70s), Bollywood, Spanish, Hawaiian, 
Greek, KPop, and JPop. To me, it’s interesting to hear music from other 
places, even if I don’t understand what’s being said, and sometimes it’s 
even better not to understand. For artists, my favorites are the works of 
Vincent Van Gogh. Anything from him is beautiful. Comics-wise, I like 
Garfield, Calvin & Hobbes, and Sarah’s Scribbles. I also really like Mar-
vel, but not too much from D.C. — only Wonder Woman. For T.V. shows, 
The Office and That ‘70s Show are my favorites of all time. My all time 
favorites for BBC are Doctor Who, Sherlock, and Broad Church. If you 
don’t know what Broad Church is, it’s a murder mystery. Watch it!
 

What classes do you teach at QHSS?
I teach Algebra I and Geometry.

Why did you decide to become a teacher? What was your reason 
for choosing this school?
I	confidently	believe	that	there	is	no	greater	gift	than	the	gift	of	
educating the young minds of tomorrow. Throughout my education-
al journey, I had many strong teachers and some that were not as 
strong. There is something really special about being in a classroom 
with a teacher who is strong and can connect with their students, 
and I strive to be that type of educator. The education that students 
learn today will lay a strong foundation for their future, and I want 
to be a part of that foundation. I had a chemistry teacher in high 
school, Mr. Kaplan, who inspired me — his energy and enthusiasm 
was beaming.
I chose this school because I have always enjoyed the math and 
sciences. A fun fact about me is I actually started college as a chem-
istry major and switched over to mathematics.

How do you feel a teacher should treat his or her students? How 
do you manage your classrooms?
It is important that a teacher understands the dynamic of his/her 
classroom and what the students expect from the teacher. When the 
students and the teacher become partners of education and learning, 
then that inherently leads to the most success inside and outside 
of the classroom. It is important to always remember that learn-
ing, while sometimes may be challenging, is supposed to be fun. I 
always remind my students that my favorite formula is:
positivity + hard work + determination = success.

What are your hobbies outside of the classroom?
Outside of the classroom, I enjoy spending time with my friends 
and family. I have two older brothers, Eric and Kenny, who I am 
very	close	with.	I	also	enjoy	dancing	and	playing	the	flute.	I	started	
playing	the	flute	in	the	2nd	grade	and	still	try	my	best	to	keep	up	
with it. When I am not lesson planning or spending time with my 
friends	and	family,	you	can	likely	find	me	at	the	mall.

How has your time in this school been so far?
Throughout my short course of teaching at QHSS, I have grown 
very fond of my colleagues, supervisors, and students. I am eager to 
continue partnering with the students and their parents to help them 
become successful and achieve their goals. I am also excited to con-
tinue advising the K-Pop Club and the Red Cross Club. Overall, I 
have created many memories thus far and I look forward to making 
more while teaching at QHSS.

What is your favorite quote?
If I had to pick just one it would be: “Life is like riding a bicycle. 
To keep your balance, you must keep moving.” -Albert Einstein
Let’s	ride	the	bicycle	together;	there	is	a	lot	for	us	to	learn!
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2018 Career Day
By: DHARAM MATHUR ‘19 & CATHERINE CHING-YUAN WANG ‘19

 

 On Wednesday, February 28, 2018, QHSS hosted their third an-
nual Career Day. Like in the last two years, the event was organized by 
Mrs. Barbara Wittstruck, QHSS’ Pupil Accounting Secretary. Speakers 
from	different	professional	areas	gathered	in	the	school	to	introduce	their	
careers and talk about their experiences. At 8:30 AM, the speakers were 
led by their assigned student ambassadors to classes during periods 2 to 5 
to explain more about their work and answer any questions students may 
have.
 With the purpose of exposing students to various careers and 
opportunities, the speakers ranged from doctors, nurses, lawyers, busi-
nessmen, entrepreneurs, law enforcement personnel such as FBI and CIA, 
to even pilots. Among these speakers were parents of students, former 
alumnus, and relatives of QHSS faculty. This year saw an overall increase 
in speakers, with a total of 33 speakers coming this year - 11 more than 
last year!
 Prompted by feedback from students last year that the speakers 
they heard had too many overlapping professions, Mrs. Wittstruck put in 
a “little bit more of a mix” of speakers this year.  Students, for the most 
part, welcomed the response. Sam Jegal ‘19 remarked, “The new variety 
[of speakers] enabled me to view wider aspects of career options and I 
discovered a few jobs that I think I may truly enjoy.” Not only was the in-
creased variety welcomed by the students, the addition of QHSS alumnus 
sparked much interest within the student body. Students were particularly 
interested in the careers of QHSS graduates, who walked the narrow hall-
ways of our school in the years before them. Teachers were also thrilled to 
meet their past pupils.
 Some areas of improvement for subsequent Career Days include 
ensuring that speakers do not revisit classes with the same students, as 
some students commented how the scheduling caused them to see the 
same person multiple times. Nonetheless, the vast majority of students 
gained valuable insights from all the presenters. Mrs. Wittstruck was hap-
py to see that the kids got a glimpse into potential careers and hopes that 
these presentations play a role in students’ career decisions. As for future 
Career Days, Mrs. Wittstruck commented that “I want to get more TV 
personalities, for example, last year I had a Channel 4 meteorologist here 
and she was good. If anybody is into journalism, maybe I could do that. 
So if anybody has any ideas, I’d appreciate listening to them!”
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The Cardinal Spotlight: QHSS Youtubers
By: JONATHAN ZHENG ‘18 

 

While	QHSS	students	are	known	to	be	engaged	in	a	variety	of	interests	and	hobbies,	some	students	might	be	surprised	to	find	out	that	our	small	
school houses its very own Youtubers! These students create and edit their own content and upload it on their respective Youtube channels. Hav-
ing	a	Youtube	channel	and	being	an	internet	personality	is	a	unique	position	to	be	in;	that’s	why	The	Cardinal	is	sitting	down	with	these	students	
and getting a closer look at their Youtube work. 

BritxTiff, Seniors

What drew you into starting your own Youtube channel and making videos?
Honestly for us, we just wanted to remember what happened this year since it’s our senior year, so we decided to create this YouTube channel 
so that we could keep these memories from senior year and look back on them years from now.

What is the name of your channel and can you tell us more about it? What kind of content do you produce?
So	the	name	of	our	channel	is	BritxTiff,	and	well,	we	do	videos	like	challenge	videos	and	vlogs,	ranging	from	yoga	challenges	to	our	prom-
posals!  Basically we just do fun videos that are pretty much viewer-friendly. We also did videos about our college journey because that was a 
huge part of our senior year. These videos were originally just a way for us to keep our memories from senior year, so whatever it is that we’ve 
experienced and found fun, we’ve decided to share on our channel.

What’s the most rewarding/best thing about Youtube? Worst/hardest thing about making videos?
The most rewarding would probably be having people tell us that they really enjoy the content that we post. We get a really good feeling inside 
when	we	hear	that,	so	it’s	really	nice	to	see	that	people	actually	care	enough	to	watch	these	little	things	that	we	find	fun.	The	hardest	part	would	
honestly	just	be	the	actual	work	of	filming	and	editing	the	videos,	and	most	importantly,	finding	time	between	school	to	work	out	days	to	film	
and edit.

How do you balance managing your channel with other aspects of your life (school, friends, life in general)? 
Like	we	said,	one	of	the	hardest	things	that	we	have	to	do	is	finding	the	time	between	school	to	film	and	edit	these	videos.	So	what	we	do	is	we	
usually	film	over	breaks	and	when	we	have	extended	periods	of	time	without	work	to	worry	about.	We	also	try	not	to	make	the	videos	too	pro-
fessional	whether	it’s	in	terms	of	filming	or	editing,	because	we	want	to	keep	our	content	relatable.	

What advice would you give to aspiring Youtubers at QHSS?
Tiffany:	Honestly,	I	would	just	say	to	go	for	it	and	to	most	importantly,	have	fun	with	it!	When	we	first	started	the	channel,	I	was	slightly	wor-
ried	about	all	the	feedback	that	we’d	get	and	just	how	we’d	be	able	to	manage	the	channel	while	keeping	up	with	school,	but	you	should	defi-
nitely	keep	in	mind	that	the	channel	shouldn’t	be	your	#1	priority.	So,	have	fun	with	it	and	keep	up	with	it,	but	definitely	don’t	neglect	your	
other responsibilities just for the sake of your channel.
Britney:	I	would	say	don’t	worry	too	much	about	your	view	count	and	about	how	many	people	subscribe.	And	if	you’re	into	film	and	all	the	
artsy	areas,	I	think	you	should	definitely	give	it	a	try	even	if	you’re	scared	of	what	people	might	say	and	think,	because	at	the	very	least,	you’ve	
done it and the people who judge you for it probably haven’t.

Check	out	Britney	and	Tiffany’s	Channel:	https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE8sy4U7FCkCNfwUawinuMw

Sultimate, Junior

What drew you into starting your own Youtube channel and making videos?
I	was	never	really	interested	in	producing	videos	until	I	took	global	history	with	Mrs.	Park	where	I	had	to	create	historic	short	films	for	her	
class.	I	was	forced	to	learn	different	softwares	and	equipment.	Nonetheless,	I	was	captivated	by	the	process	of	production	and	around	Novem-
ber 2016, I decided to post these videos on Youtube under the name “Ani-sultimate.” However, these videos weren’t gaining much views and 
it wasn’t really showcasing my talent, which is creating instructional videos or ‘DIYs’ on how to create nifty devices. I then took a one month 
break	where	I	completely	deleted	my	channel	and	started	from	scratch	from	the	beginning	of	2017	under	the	official	name	“Sultimate	Hacker.”	
Just the idea of being able to produce videos that everyone of all ages can enjoy and the support from my peers really motivated me to continue.
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What is the name of your channel and can you tell us more about it? What kind of content do you produce?
The	name	of	my	channel	now	is	“Sultimate”	and	originally,	I	began	my	Youtube	journey	by	posting	prank	videos	and	films	I	made	for	school.	
However, I wasn’t happy with the content I was creating as it wasn’t evident of what I am capable of doing. Rather than a sense of pride, I felt 
embarrassment. Therefore, I began to create videos, taking items and transforming them into nifty devices using various mathematical tech-
niques and working hands-on with electrical components. This platform helped me gain publicity to showcase what I love doing.

What’s the most rewarding/best thing about Youtube? Worst/hardest thing about making videos?
One of the most rewarding things to see on Youtube is the immense support you get from your viewers. Of course many times you are going to 
get negative comments and feedback but honestly speaking, if you create content you love, these comments won’t faze you. Also, seeing your 
subscriber count go up is satisfying as it encourages you to continue creating videos. However, one of the hardest things about maintaining a 
Youtube channel is time management. Filming, editing, rendering, uploading, and creating a thumbnail can take anywhere from two full days 
to	weeks,	depending	on	the	content.	Finding	the	balance	between	schoolwork	and	other	extracurriculars	with	Youtube	is	definitely	a	struggle.	
Currently, I’m taking a two month break from Youtube due to exams, but I hope to upload my next video by the end of June.

How do you balance managing your channel with other aspects of your life (school, friends, life in general)? 
Because	Youtube	is	an	extracurricular,	I	try	not	to	prioritize	it	against	other	important	things	such	as	final	exams	or	SATs.	When	I’m	stressed	or	
need a break from schoolwork, I use Youtube as a getaway and delve into another world. I try my best to upload at least two videos a month, 
but	because	I	use	a	lot	of	equipment	for	my	videos,	I	can	only	film	on	the	weekends.	Therefore,	as	mentioned	before,	if	I	have	a	lot	of	exams	
and work that I need to prepare for, I do consider taking a short break from Youtube.

What advice would you give to aspiring Youtubers at QHSS?
I would advise any aspiring Youtubers to create any content that they like and to stay motivated. At times it may seem as if no one appreciates 
the	effort	you	put	into	your	Youtube	channel	but	if	you	continue	to	supply	the	same	amount	of	effort	you	originally	put	in,	you’ll	see	your	chan-
nel	grow.	As	cliché	as	it	may	sound,	you	have	to	block	out	all	the	negative	feedback	you	get	and	grow	from	it.	When	I	first	started	my	channel,	
I	only	gained	about	five	subscribers	a	month	for	half	a	year	and	got	so	much	negative	criticism	from	the	comments	and	from	school.	I	even	
considered deleting my channel at one point. Despite all this, my friends urged me to continue posting and eventually, around six months in, 
one of my videos reached 100,000 views and slowly, my channel gained recognition. I began gaining thousands of views on each video and 
hundreds of subscribers each month. With perseverance and strong support from my friends, I was able to carry out a Youtube channel.

If	you	want	to	support	the	channel,	be	sure	to	hit	that	subscribe	button	;)	
Check out Anisul’s Channel Here: www.youtube.com/sultimatehacker

Mashaba Kabir, Senior

What drew you into starting your own Youtube channel and making videos?
What	drew	me	into	making	my	first	video	was	trying	to	find	a	way	to	cope	with	my	anxiety	disorder.	One	night	I	had	trouble	sleeping	and	I	
was	tired	of	crying	myself	to	sleep.	I	knew	I	needed	to	find	a	way	to	cope.	I	love	makeup	so	much	but	I	didn’t	really	have	anyone	to	talk	about	
it with, so I got out of bed at 3 am, grabbed my dad’s old iPad, stacked a bunch of SAT books as a tripod, and that’s how it all started.

What is the name of your channel and can you tell us more about it? What kind of content do you produce?
The	name	of	my	channel	is	just	my	first	and	last	name.	If	you	search	up	“Mashaba	Kabir”	it	should	pop	up.	My	username	is	“choco-
latelover0714,” which is super embarrassing, but I was too lazy to make a new email. I made this YouTube account when I was 8 years old. I 
had a huge crush on this guy, and like every 8 year old, I had a codename for him, which was “chocolate,” and my birthday is July 14th. 
I make makeup related videos. Sometimes it’s casual chit-chat videos where I talk to the camera as I get ready. Other times it’s reviews on the 
lastest makeup launches. Once in a while, I do political makeup looks. Some examples include a makeup look I did regarding the need for gun 
control and a makeup look for Pride Month.

What’s the most rewarding/best thing about Youtube? Worst/hardest thing about making videos?
The most rewarding thing about YouTube is that it is such a satisfying platform to express yourself on. In other forms of media, people just 
see a caption or a picture. I also love makeup. It’s fun to be able to scream in front of a camera over how pigmented an eyeshadow can be. The 
hardest thing about making videos is not becoming insecure or being embarrassed of yourself. Editing a video takes several hours. Imagine 
having	to	stare	at	yourself	for	hours	and	hours	-	you	start	to	see	flaws	that	you	never	noticed	or	saw	before.

How do you balance managing your channel with other aspects of your life (school, friends, life in general)? 
This is probably the hardest thing about making videos. Filming takes 4 hours, and editing takes another 5 hours. Having a consistent channel 
means posting every week. This also includes updating social media, editing thumbnails, and responding to comments. I like to have Friday as 
a	filming	day	(bless	the	short	Fridays).	Then,	I	edit	on	Saturdays.	If	I	have	a	test,	I’ll	pre-record	and	film	and	edit	2	videos	for	18	hours	for	that	
week, and spend the next week studying.

What advice would you give to aspiring Youtubers at QHSS?
If you’re trying to gain clout, try another platform because video making is extremely time consuming, and you won’t see results unless you 
post	at	least	one	video	every	week.	Also,	don’t	be	intimidated	by	not	being	able	to	have	a	high	quality	set	up.	Before	investing,	try	filming	on	
whatever	is	accessible	to	you	first.	Once	you	are	warmed	up	to	talking	to	a	camera,	then	invest.	Ultimately,	enjoy	what	you’re	doing!!

Check out Mashaba’s Channel Here: https://www.youtube.com/user/ChocolateLover0714
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No Place for Hate Performs a Spoken Word
By:  CATHERINE CHING-YUAN WANG ‘19

 On Friday, May 25, 2018, the Anti-Defamation League’s No Place for Hate Club 
of QHSS was invited to perform a spoken word at the ADL’s NPFH Awards held in 
Sheraton Hotel in Manhattan. A team of twelve students performed “Do You Remember 
Me?”	in	front	of	an	audience	of	more	than	a	thousand	people.
 To be able to attend the ceremony, schools have to be awarded a gold star by the 
ADL, which can be achieved by the club doing enough activities at school and writing 
about those activities in detail. QHSS’ NPFH Club had been awarded the gold star and 
was	invited	to	attend	the	award	ceremony	in	previous	years,	but	this	was	the	first	time	
the club was asked to perform. The event organizers asked QHSS’ NPFH to perform 
because	the	ADL	saw	their	spoken	word	performance	and	thought	it	was	a	good	fit	for	
the event’s venue.
	 “When	I	first	got	the	invitation,	I	was	really	excited,	but	also	nervous	because	
this	was	the	first	time	our	school	was	ever	asked	to	perform.	But	it	made	me	really	hap-
py because I always feel like I’m not doing enough as president and the club now has 
something we can say is ours.” said Taieba Khan ‘19, the President of QHSS’ NPFH.
	 The	spoken	word	“Do	You	Remember	Me?”	was	accompanied	by	“RISE	UP	TO	
THE CHALLENGE” by Fearless Motivation. The piece was composed by members 
of the club and sought to highlight the increasing prevalence of school shootings in the 
United States.
 Marlene Rahman ‘19, one of the performers, commented that: “We wanted to 
remember all those students who lost their lives in school shootings. We speak from the 
point of view of students today, who now live with constant fear in their hearts. We also 
speak	as	the	students	who	lost	their	lives	in	the	battlefield	of	their	own	school	hallways.”
 The spoken word was one of two acts done by schools - the rest of the program 
was	filled	with	speeches	by	people	accepting	awards	of	diversity	or	excellence.	Since	its	
establishment, QHSS’ NPFH Club has grown in leaps and bounds. From being awarded 
the gold star to being invited to perform on stage at the awards ceremony, we wish the 
No	Place	for	Hate	Club	all	the	best	in	their	future	efforts	in	fighting	hate,	bigotry,	and	
intolerance.
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QHSS Celebrates Diversity through DiverCity
By:  TAIEBA KHAN ‘19

 Students in high schools all over Queens have the privilege of  being a part of the most ethnically diverse urban area in the entire world. On 
April 12, 2018, the students of QHSS celebrated this diversity through an event hosted by QHSS No Place for Hate at the amphitheatre located in the 
Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center. The event was organized with the help of Mr. Kalamaras, Mr. Formichelli, and Ms. Dobbs, along with the 
participation	of	many	different	clubs	such	as	K-pop	Club	and	Photography	Club.	The	Promotions	Manager	of	NPFH,	Rajin	Persaud	‘19,	describes	
the event as “[Our own] mini talent show - except that there’s no audition.” During the sign-up process, students were asked to simply do whatever 
they	identified	with,	whether	it	be	an	idea/topic	about	religion,	race,	ethnicity,	gender	identity,	or	sexual	orientation.	
 Faizah Rabbye ‘19, a DiverCity performer, exclaimed that she was able to “just talk and not worry about what the audience was thinking,” 
much to the NPFH board’s relief. The board’s goal was to make sure that the DiverCity performers were not afraid to do what they wanted and that 
the event was a “safe space,” a promise made to the Anti-Defamation League.
 The event began with the biggest performance, hosted and organized by Husna Mirza ‘19. The DiverCity Fashion Show had a total of 31 
models,	all	from	different	countries	and	showcasing	different	cultures.	Showcased	countries	included	Bangladesh,	India,	Pakistan,	Nigeria,	Guyana,	
Korea, Saudi Arabia, Latin America, and the Philippines. As the models for each country walked out, a song originating from that country played in 
the background.
 Other performances included song and dance, such as the K-pop Club’s dance to APink’s “Only One,” and Abiha Kazmi’s vocal performance 
of “Piya O Re Piya,” a song from the popular Hindi movie Tere Naal Love Ho Gaya. Michelle Tang ‘21, another solo singer, sang a Chinese song 
called	“Zhuī	Guāng	Zhě”	from	a	drama	called	Rush to the Dead Summer. Rajin Persaud, Daniella Acobo ‘19, Maram Assi ‘19, and Genesis Garcia 
‘19 got together and danced to “Felices Los Cuatros” by Maluma to  express their shared interest in Latin music and dance. Along with all of these 
singers	and	dancers,	a	majority	of	the	performances	were	filled	with	speakers,	such	as	Faizah	Rabbye,	Shajneen	Akhter	‘19,	Husna	Mirza,	Elizabeth	
Yarde	’21,	Erika	Encarnacion	‘20,	and	Harvir	Hothi	‘20.	Topics	discussed	ranged	from	getting	bad	grades	in	a	specialized	high	school	to	the	effect	
of culture on a woman’s life. 
	 The	event	closed	with	a	special	performance	prepared	by	the	entire	NPFH	Club.	A	spoken	word	titled	“Do	You	Remember	Me?”	was	written	
and performed for DiverCity, focusing on remembering the death of students nationwide due to in-school mass shootings.
 Ashvin Tajeshwar ‘18, President of Spectrum (a club within NPFH Club), was happy to see how much the event had grown since he was a 
freshman. He was mostly involved in the DiverCity behind the scenes team, making sure that the show ran smoothly. “The diversity in our perfor-
mances	has	definitely	increased,	and	more	and	more	students	have	the	courage	to	just	be	themselves	and	show	off	who	they	are	after	hours	of	plan-
ning and practicing,” he exclaimed.
 In wrapping up the event, Zihan Lin ‘19, Secretary of NPFH, succinctly explained that: “People think that No Place for Hate is just about 
being nice and polite. But the main goal, especially during DiverCity, is to open up room for discussion and learning.” In other words, students have 
a right to their own perspective on certain topics, but if they want other kids to understand them and not judge them, it’s important that they take the 
first	step.	DiverCity	is	and	always	has	been	a	platform	for	taking	that	first	step,	with	No	Place	for	Hate	teachers	and	students	all	over	the	school	ready	
to be that guiding force for students every step of the way.
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Game Center
By: BRANDON LEW ‘18 & DHARAM MATHUR ‘19

HQ Trivia 

 “Let’s get DOWN to the nitty gritty with all 1.1 MILLION of 
you in the game now, let’s get this show on the road, with Quemero 
Numero	Uno…”		These	words	definitely	sound	familiar	to	anyone	who	
has opened the HQ app.  HQ is a mobile game show that has taken 
QHSS by storm, with a majority of the student body playing in hopes of 
winning cold, hard cash.  Every weekday at 3:00 pm and 9:00 pm and 
weekends at 9:00 pm, HQ is live. The host, comedian Scott Rogowsky, 
asks 12 multiple choice questions, and if you get all of them right, you 
and the other winners split a prize of $5,000.  These questions have 
various categories, with topics covering anything from ancient history to 
sports to 20th century pop culture.  Getting one question wrong at any 
point eliminates you, but you can get back in once by using an extra life, 
which is obtained by recommending a friend to the app and having him 
or her use your referral code. Sunday nights and other special games 
have a larger prize, the highest being $400,000, which was given away 
to commemorate Game 4 of the NBA Finals. Larger prize games tend to 
come	with	more	questions;	on	Sunday	nights,	HQ	gives	away	$25,000	
and has 15 questions.
 The primary motivation for playing is the money you can win, 
which is distributed by HQ’s various sponsors. Winners cash out their 
prize via their PayPal accounts. However, since the prize pots are dis-
tributed among winners, a winner ends up receiving a mere $1 - $5 on 
average. Nonetheless, everyone wants the bragging rights that he or she 
beat out a million others and won cash, or the bragging rights that he 
or she survived a “savage question” - an extremely hard question that 
eliminates more than half of the players. I’ve given you the reasons for 
downloading and opening this app, but if you’re still confused about the 
rules, Scott Rogowsky will quickly explain them to you before the game 
commences with Quemero Numero Uno.

The Uproar of Battle Royale

 Battle royales are a genre of gaming, comparable to the arenas in 
the franchise The Hunger Games,	where	a	set	group	of	people	fight	each	
other in a shrinking area until there’s a last man standing. Named after 
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Snow Capped Mountains, Bruised Knees, and 3AM Wake Up Calls
By: VALERIE FONG ‘18 & HEBATALLA SHOAEIB ‘18

	 It’s	3	o’clock	in	the	morning,	a	fire	alarm	goes	off,	and	everyone	is	forced	to	exit	the	building	—	yes,	that	actually	happened.	With	that	
being said, this year’s senior trip undoubtedly proved to be a frenzied three days of wild adventures and strange situations. 
	 One	thing	we	definitely	did	not	expect	on	this	trip	is	the	inaccessibility	of	the	Internet.	If	we	ever	had	signal,	it	was	weak	and	spotty.	
However, when you’re thrown in the middle of nowhere, stripped of your phone signal, and forced to talk to each other, bonds are formed and 
strengthened, and you’re forced to explore your surroundings. 
	 Although	the	facilities	at	Honor’s	Haven	Resort	were	nothing	extraordinary,	we	all	made	the	most	of	the	situation	by	finding	exciting	
things	to	do.	From	throwing	ourselves	off	snow	capped	mountains	to	dodging	rogue	paintballs	and	trying	to	keep	our	balance	on	roller	skates,	
the seniors on the trip grew closer to each other with every crazy venture we pursued. 
 The second day of the trip was undoubtedly the most tiring. The seniors all started the morning by visiting the local roller skating rink 
where many of us stumbled around on roller skates, doing our best to dance to the never ending stream of Bruno Mars music blasting on the 
speakers. Following an exhausting skate session, many of us returned to the hotel to prepare ourselves for an afternoon of skiing. While not 
everyone partook in the activity, those who did had a phenomenal time. There is almost something liberating about signing your life away at the 
counter of a ski lodge and launching yourself down a snow capped mountain. 
	 Many	of	those	who	chose	not	to	go	skiing	opted	instead	for	the	nature	hikes	and	scavenger	hunts	offered	by	Honor’s	Haven	Resort.	The	
nature hikes incorporated a scenic stroll through a bridge and to a waterfall. The guide showed us the coyote nest in the mountain and told us 
stories of his face-to-face encounter with a black bear (LONG STORY SHORT: Running is a bad idea). The scavenger hunt, on the other hand, 
required that the QHSS team run from room to room gathering Black Panther movie tickets, $2 bills, Emory boards, and even the sheet music 
for America the Beautiful. Exhausted, bruised, and fatigued by the day’s events, we all ended the night with ice cream and music, sneaking from 
room to room to be with each other before Ms. Solis called curfew. 
	 Honor’s	Haven	Resort	also	offered	a	nightly	karaoke	session.	Of	course,	no	one	could	outshine	the	dynamic	singing	duo	of	Brandon	Lew	

the	2000	Japanese	film	Battle Royale, this genre of gaming blends ele-
ments	of	survival,	scavenging,	fighting,	and	quick	reactions/decisions,	
to create fast paced and exciting gameplay. Though there have been 
battle royales in the past such as H1Z1: King of the Hill, the popular-
ity of this style of gaming reached new height as of recent, especial-
ly with PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds and Fortnite. Both games, 
however,	take	different	approaches	in	their	gameplay	and	developing	
history.
 PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds (PUBG) was developed by 
Bluehole	Studios	and	was	first	released	in	2017	for	PC	and	later	for	
mobile platforms. It quickly became a top rated game on the market 
with up to a million players on the game at any given time. PUBG  
follows the usual battle royale format with a shrinking arena and lim-
ited resources. Players can choose to work solo, in duos, or in squads 
(4 man parties). The game begins in an airplane where players choose 
where	they	want	to	drop	off	in	a	location	on	the	map.	The	various	ar-
eas that make up the arena have their own names and reputations. For 
example, in Pochinki, there is plenty of good loot, but since everyone 
goes there, it devolves into a free-for-all over supplies. Additionally, 
there are vehicles such as cars and boats that cover the terrain, “red 
zones” where bombs carpet the area that can incapacitate players, and 
a	variety	of	weapons	and	add-ons	that	affect	players’	gameplay.
 Switching to Fornite, Fortnite was originally released as a paid 
co-op survival game in July 2017 by Epic Games. The free-to-play 
version was released two months later, with much better reception 
than the paid model. Similar to PUBG, it retains traditional battle 
royale elements such as a shrinking area, supply scavenging, loot 
drops, solo, duo or squad lineups, air-drops, and a variety of weapons. 
Fortnite also took aspects from their original co-op gamemode, such 
as the ability to create player-made structures like forts, bridges, and 
stairs, which throws in a new element of gameplay. Since release, 
Epic Games has released patches that have introduced new items and 
power-ups, such as “Hop Rocks” and vending machines. Overall, both 
games have a unique spin on the battle royale genre and while they 
are currently recognized as the most popular games in the genre, there 
are other similar games in development, such as the Darwin Game, 
which will surely continue to innovate and transform the genre of 
battle royale. 

continued on page 15
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Congratulations Class of 2018!
Shazil Ahmad CUNY City College
Mearaz Ahmed New York University
Hyunjun Ahn SUNY Binghamton University
Tomisin Alalade     Sophie Davis School of Biomedial Engineering   
Shawn Alam CUNY Queens College
Sakib Amin  CUNY City College
Soorya Anilkumar Macaulay Honors at Baruch College
Gulshan Ashaque                Macaulay Honors at Brooklyn College
Edwin Baik  Carnegie Mellon University
Ashley Bisram  Wellesley College
Debolina Chanda  SUNY Stony Brook University
Yugisthir Chattergoon  SUNY Stony Brook University
George Chen New York University
Kevin Chen CUNY Baruch College
Hajin Choi SUNY Binghamton University
Justin Choi  Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Parth Choksey New York University
Jessica Chu  Cooper Union
Evan Contreras  Fisher College
Audrey Dao  Northeastern University
Biondys Duran Berkelee College
Kerena Elishiv CUNY Baruch College
Qiao Hui Fang    Colby College
Valerie Fong  Northwestern University
Tina Fong  Case Western Reserve University
Eric Fung  CUNY Hunter College
Ashley Gong   CUNY Hunter College
Yueying Guo   SUNY Stony Brook University
Ishmam Haque   CUNY Queens College
Shane Harilall CUNY Hunter College
Faroque Hassan CUNY Baruch College
Emily Hiralal  Northwestern University
Kimberly Ho   CUNY Baruch College
Joshua Hong CUNY Queens College
Dennis Hu  University of Phoenix
Jaron Hylton  Northeastern University
Maliha Islam  Brown University
Victoria Jaskaran  St. John’s University
Jessica Jeong  CUNY Hunter College
Sharon Jo  New York University
Anica Johnson   St. John’s University
Cindy Juan  CUNY Queens College
Mashaba Kabir  New York University
Mahir Kamal Pace University
Masfi Khan Yale University
DongJun Kim  Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute
June Kim CUNY Queens College
Tiffany Kim   SUNY Binghamton University
Nipun Koshy  Macaulay Honors at City College
Jobanny Lagunes  New York Institute of Technology
Aaron Lai  SUNY Stony Brook University
Ryan Lam  Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute
Jocelyn Lee School of Visual Arts
Steven Lee  Cooper Union
Anthony Leon  SUNY Stony Brook University
Geoff Leung  CUNY Hunter College
Brandon Lew   SUNY Stony Brook University
Frankie Li   St. John’s University

James Li  CUNY Baruch College
Amy Lin SUNY Binghamton University
Winson Lin   SUNY Stony Brook University
Alec Liu   Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute
Marcus Louizaire CUNY Queens College
Christina Low  SUNY Stony Brook University
Brian Mar CUNY Baruch College
Kevin Megnath CUNY Baruch College
Sean Mok   SUNY Buffalo University
Inderpreet Nijjar  CUNY Hunter College
Tiffany Ning  Rutgers University
Pelumi Omotosho Brown University
Iman Oza SUNY Stony Brook University
Grace Park                                                   CUNY Hunter College
Jaskarn Parmar  CUNY Queens College
Progna Paromita  SUNY Buffalo University
Rebecca Partap  CUNY Hunter College
Shane Persaud  Northwestern University
Paradise Pinkney  SUNY Binghamton University
Suhaib Qasim Macaulay Honors at Baruch College
Arwa Rahman  CUNY Baruch College
Ashmaul Rutba CUNY Queens College
Sahara Saeed Hofstra University
Habiba Shah  CUNY Lehman College
Hebatalla Shoaeib Macaulay Honors at Queens College
Daniel Somwaru  Princeton University
Nicole Su  SUNY Binghamton University
Kazi Sultana  St. John’s University
Tamima Sultana  Barnard College
Ashvin Tajeshwar  Macaulay Honors at Baruch College
Sherrie Tan   Cornell University
Lekovic Teoh  CUNY City College
Kismat Touhid  Macaulay Honors at Hunter College
Soobin Woo  CUNY Hunter College
Emily Wu  Boston University
Jacky Wu SUNY Stony Brook University
Willie Xia  Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute
Bena Yang  SUNY Stony Brook University
Yohan Yang  SUNY Binghamton University
Britney Yee  Hofstra University
Andrew Yeoh  CUNY Queens College
Michael Yunatanov  CUNY Hunter College
Asim Zaman New York University
Benjamin Zhang  SUNY Buffalo University 
Danny Zhang  SUNY Cortland University
Franklin Zheng  SUNY Buffalo University
Jonathan Zheng  Cornell University
Coby Zhou  CUNY Queens College
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From the Desk of the Editor-in-Chief
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	 On	a	very	cold	and	bleary	morning	in	Jamaica,	one	by	one,	students	walked	out	of	QHSS	and	gathered	in	the	field	along	159th	Street.	
These students, along with many others around the whole country, simultaneously walked out to protest at 10 AM to make their voices heard 
against gun violence and to advocate for better gun control laws in the United States. This walkout was of course in wake of the February 14 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting, in which 17 students and faculty were fatally shot. 
 Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School is a public high school in Parkland, Florida. On February 14, 2018, Nicolas Cruz, a former 
student,	opened	fire	once	he	entered	the	school	grounds	and	killed	17	people;	17	others	were	wounded.	Once	the	incident	occured,	the	cycle	
had begun. The cycle of thoughts and prayers, condolences from political leaders, and inaction until the next mass shooting. However, Parkland 
struck a nerve within high school students. Perhaps it was the sense of connection to other high school students - people similarly aged to our-
selves - being murdered in a place they should feel safe in. Students all around the country raised their voices at a time when everyone expected 
the cycle of inaction to continue. Within days, Alex Wind, a Parkland survivor, and four other friends started the Never Again movement. The 
movement quickly gained momentum across the country. Students and educators alike supported the movement that focused on gun control 
reform to further prevent these horrifying incidents. The Youth Empower section of the Women’s March Committee then announced and urged 
“students, teachers, school administrators, parents and allies to take part in a #NationalSchoolWalkout for 17 minutes at 10 AM across every time 
zone on March 14, 2018 to protest Congress’ inaction to do more than just tweet thoughts and prayers in response to the gun violence plaguing 
our schools and neighborhoods.” 
 This call for action was well received by students around the US. Students within several schools in New York City started to organize 
the #ENOUGH Walkout on March 14. QHSS became one of the many schools to join this call-to-action. A committee to mobilize a school-wide 
walkout was created and soon the headcount for attendance began. Members of the committee were assigned to create posters, to spread aware-
ness for the campaign, and to inform the teachers about the campaign. The administration was also given directives from the DOE to neither 
hinder nor participate in the walkout.
	 Before	the	walkout,	the	school	seemed	to	be	filled	with	adrenaline	and	nervous	energy.	Several	posters	were	seen	in	students’	hands,	all	
ready	to	protest	and	raise	their	voices.	Organizers	headed	out	early	to	assign	positions	and	to	lead	the	students	walking	out	to	the	field.
 As the clocks struck ten throughout the building, a 
steady stream of students poured out of the front doors of QHSS and 
quietly	followed	the	organizers	towards	the	field	where	they	all	finally	
gathered. Ashley Bisram ‘18, Mashaba Kabir ‘18, Abiha Kazmi ‘19 and 
Tasnim Rida ‘21 delivered short speeches that thanked the student body 
and informed the students on how to get involved. At stations set up 
by the commitee, students were urged to be active participants in their 
community by registering to vote and calling their members of Con-
gress to take action. At 10:17 AM, students were instructed to return 
to class and they peacefully did so. The overall energy of this day can 
only be described as unforgettable. For once, the QHSS student body 
had gathered together and raised their voices for something that they 
believed in. Hopefully, the student-led walkout and the continuing push 
for gun control reform creates an environment where kids feel empow-
ered to speak out against grave injustices that are pertinent to them.

March 14th #ENOUGH Walkout
By: FAIZAH RABBYE ‘19

 On behalf of the entire newspa-
per	staff	at	The	Cardinal,	thank	you	so	
much for reading through our entirely 
student produced publication! This is 
our second year of The Cardinal and 
this issue is our second one produced! 
Personally it has been an uphill climb 
for me this year, especially with my 
obligations in Student Government. We 
wish we could have provided you with 
more frequent content throughout the 
year and more issues too! But I am so 
proud of the hard work and dedication 
by everyone in pulling through - and I 
have no doubt that the next successive 
Editor-in-Chiefs will grow the team and 
make it better. Big shoutout to Soorya 
Anilkumar for formatting all of the pa-
per	-	it	was	a	painstakingly	difficult	job.	

continued from page 13

Thanks to Ms. Cap, our newspaper advisor, and the school administration for 
their help in making this a reality. And from the bottom of my heart, thank 
YOU for giving me this unique opportunity in providing the student body with 
a free press and an outlet to make their voice heard.

     Cheers, 
     Jonathan
     Editor-in-Chief, The Cardinal

‘18 and Lekovic Teoh ‘18. The singing ran late into the night, and QHSS had a huge contributor of singers. Sadly, we cannot say the same about 
the dance parties that followed. The seniors on the trip may like to sing, but when it comes to dancing with other schools, we were not as willing 
to	participate.	Still,	a	few	brave	souls	(and	amazing	dancers)	took	to	the	floor	to	represent	the	QHSS	spirit.	Overall,	the	senior	trip	was	a	fun-filled	
experience that participating seniors will undoubtedly never forget.
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 Next up was badminton, with the game fairly similar to volleyball.  
The	juniors	were	on	fire	through	both	rounds	-	defeating	the	seniors	and	
then the sophomores. They now had a two point lead over the seniors, but 
the lead didn’t last long.
	 In	dodgeball,	the	first	round	matchups	were	the	freshmen	versus	
the seniors and the sophomores versus the juniors. In both games, the 
upperclassmen proved to be dominant and scored victories, although the 
underclassmen kept it competitive and did not go down easily, as both 
games	finished	at	the	time	limit	(the	team	with	the	most	players	standing	
won).	The	final	round	saw	the	juniors	take	on	the	seniors	-	a	repeat	match-
up of 2017’s sophomores vs. juniors.  Once again, the seniors triumphed, 
but this year’s victory came much more narrowly. Both grades had 2 play-
ers left at the time limit, which prompted an overtime match. In overtime, 
the seniors achieved the necessary elimination to notch a win, bringing 
their overall BotG point value up to 3.
	 Basketball	had	the	same	first-round	matchups	as	dodgeball.	The	
first	round	was	contested	under	half-court	rules	and	the	sophomores	and	
the	seniors	achieved	victory.		In	the	final	round,	which	was	an	unprece-
dented full-court match, the sophomores established themselves as the 
school’s best basketball players, ruthlessly beating the seniors by a score 
of 14-1.

 

	 The	final	event,	Extreme	Musical	Chairs,	was	worth	2	points.	Like	
always, with this increased point weight, Musical Chairs could throw in 
some very unpredictable results. A victory by any non-senior grade would 
have	guaranteed	a	first-ever	junior	championship.	The	final	three	contes-
tants were two seniors and one freshman. While some grades believed 
that the calls made by the referees were debatable, a redo was done and 
the referees eliminated the freshman, meaning that the seniors’ point total 
went up to 5, giving them the championship. 
 At the end of the 2018 BotG, the rankings were: the seniors in 
first,	juniors	in	second,	sophomores	in	third,	and	freshmen	fourth.	This	
year’s Battle of the Grades was a fun event that encouraged school spirit 
and grade pride.  However, the ultimate question still looms: will any 
grade	ever	be	able	to	unseat	a	senior	grade?	One	thing’s	for	sure,	it	ain’t	
happening anytime soon!

2018 Battle of the Grades
By: DHARAM MATHUR ‘19

 The 2018 edition of QHSS’ annual Battle of the Grades 
(BotG) concluded in a very thrilling fashion, with this year’s winning 
grade having one of the smallest margins of victory in school history.
 Before the actual games, the juniors and seniors had each 
accumulated 2 points, with the juniors earning 2 points from having 
the most points in the Penny Wars and the seniors earning 1 point for 
winning the Pi Day Eating Contest and 1 point for raising the most 
money	online.	This	year	differed	from	the	previous	years,	in	the	sense	
that all proceeds from BotG went towards charity. All money raised 
from the Penny Wars and the online fundraising went towards the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The Penny War saw a prevalent 
theme of student sabotage, with students putting currency other than 
pennies into the jars of other grades in order to negate points from 
pennies. In fact, the juniors only won Penny Wars because they had 
the least negative value of points, with -1973 points. According to 
the SGO, there were a whopping 20,626 pennies collected, totalling 
$206.26. Factoring both Penny Wars and online donations, QHSS 
raised	a	grand	total	of	$645.11	for	the	fight	against	blood	cancer!
 On May 31, each grade held a meeting and democratically 
assigned	players	to	compete	in	the	five	sports:	volleyball,	badminton,	
dodgeball, basketball, and musical chairs. On June 4, the event took 
place	at	the	York	College	Gymnasium.	This	year	was	also	a	first,	with	
BotG being held after school and not during the day, amidst logistical 
issues with York College over scheduling. Many students, including 
the SGO, preferred having the event held during the school day with 
a special schedule. Despite this, this year’s BotG was one that stu-
dents won’t forget anytime soon.
	 Up	first	was	volleyball.	The	first	round	matchups	saw	the	
juniors take on the seniors and the sophomores take on the freshmen. 
Each game was played to 15 points.  The juniors breezed through the 
seniors,	while	the	freshmen	pulled	off	a	shocking	upset.	In	the	final	
round, the freshmen kept it competitive, but they proved to be no 
match	for	the	juniors,	who	effectively	captured	another	BotG	point	in	
the process and brought their total to 3 points.
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